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Fragmenting the Principle of Reservations

The majs

s judgment of the Supreme Court favouring the 10% reservation quota for econos aker sections (EWS) may be
dered by some 3s 2 welcome step on the grounds that it addresses the question of economic disadvantage. it is needless 1o

n that such & judgment takes into consideration only one component, that is, matenal disadvantage suffered by some

rs from the categories, w itherto did not fali within the purview of any reservation category.

v

2on only of

B rto did not £al withi

etical and abstract terms, does pr
disadvantaged. Howsver, ona may also raise other equally valid concerns—does this judgment address the question of definingan

ever-expanding sphere of ial com in the current issue of EFW succinctly foregrounds the bareness of

EWS the 10% quota for EWS. As the edito: <h 2 judgment seeks to narrow down the principle of soci

Economically Weaker Section matic policy interventions. Foilowing from the thrust of

based on the principles of social justice and equal

D that is, material di suffered by some
ve purview of any reservation cabegory. One may not deny that such

ative basis of both the
ation and equ.

Venical Resenation

+ Minorzy Righes
Equatity

In thisregard, it is important to trace, very briefly, th
20th centuries’ social thought, which, among oth
rulers of the princely states such
and z host of non-Brahmin casy
justification.

genealogy of the normarive thrust of reservations in the late 15th and early
things, was based on the movral justification that was provided by the far-sightad
ore and Kolhzpur. The statutors uota that was provided to the Scheduled Castes
hese rulers in education and administration of these statas was supported by 2 morz!

+ Supceme Count

raservati

Such a justification was evident in the 5 to interlink—througha moral process—the values of demexratis
Pureaucracy and the uniw ation of nmutuzl respect. This was at the normative core of vaservatior
of non-Brahmin thought and practice. Morality was intamal to the doctrine that iny
Hence, the quota system has been morel inasmuch as it seeks to enhance the soci
introduced by the princely states under reference. Thus, the reservation
anhance the positional good but a vital source to achieve moral good such
rnal to the provisions of fundamental rights that have bee:

of the

that formed an essential part
Ives gaining a sense of socizlly worthy being.
status of the beneficiaries of the quota system
m should not be treated as a mere instrument to

sodal respect. The moral justification of reservations is
corporated in the Constitution.

Arguably, the raservation system which existed in the forward-lo nciples and practice foliowed by the princely
states of Mysore and Kolhapur had a strong moral justification in order to address the comprehensive forms of social disadvantage. »
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Abstract .
On the snowy morning of Wednesday, February 11, 1801, Vice President Thomas Jefferson, as .
president of the Senate, began to announce the electoral vote for the bitterly contested 2 chixing checkout

election of 1800. The crowded Senate chamber, barely finished the previous November, the

only part of the Capitol constructed thus far, offered the setting for a constitutionally routine

and simple task being exercised in anything but a routine and simple situation. He knew the Ziehock EUR 5884
result, as did everyone else in the chamber, before the ballots were opened: Jefferson-73, > Softcover Book EUR 6999
Aaron Burr-73, John Adams-65, Charles Cotesworth Pinckney-64, and John Jay-1. > Hardoover Book EUR £439
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